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The work of psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan (1901-1981) proceeds by recycling the 
theoretical components of his research in a process he describes as poubellication 
(publication-garbage collection), continuously adding to the pile under the influence 
of the disparate philosophical, cultural and scientific innovations that he 
progressively assimilates. The term “system” here is to be understood differently than 
the Hegelian organic totality or the positivistic methodological unity. The Lacanian 
system is akin to the juxtaposition of elements exemplified by what Salvador Dali 
called «the surrealist object that functions symbolically». This talk will propose an 
analysis of the articulation among different elements of the Lacanian system in a 
historical perspective. 
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