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Conflict of interest declaration and 
house keeping

Gráinne McNamara is employed by Karger Publishers who are 
supporting this workshop.

This session is being recorded. 
• No video of the audience is being recorded.
• We will pass around a microphone while speaking. If you do not want to 

be recorded, please do not take the microphone. We may repeat your 
question.
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Workshop Outline

Preparing a Manuscript
- Thinking as a reviewer

Ethical issues you may encounter
- A focus on questionable research practices

Good Authorship Practice
- Who is an Author?

This is an interactive workshop.
We want to hear from you and your 
experiences so everyone can learn so 
please interrupt and ask questions.

Let’s have a discussion!



1st step - RESULTS
• Collect the results and raw data 
• Statistical analysis of the results and findings
• Compilation of figures and tables (up to 7 exhibits, as concise as 

possible, without repetitions from information that could be 
included in the main text)

• Results that are not included in the main article could be 
included in the Supplementary information of the article online

• Writing the results of the study

Preparing a Manuscript

2nd step – SELECTING THE JOURNAL
Criteria:

• Journal’s impact
• Scientific field
• Article’s intended audience



3rd step - INTRODUCTION
• Highlight the article’s theoretical background
• Previous results, findings, studies
• How these previous findings are connected with the work in the 

present article, so that the reader gets into the picture
• Aim of the study (last paragraph)

4th step - DISCUSSION
• Short description of the main findings of the study (2-3 sentences, 1 

paragraph
• Comparison of your results with other studies – Why your findings are 

important and innovative
• Study limitations
• Conclusions and future perspectives

Preparing a Manuscript



5th step - ABSTRACT
• Writing the abstract (200-300 words, depending on the journal), 

concisely describe the aim, methods, main findings, conclusions

6th step - AUTHORS
• Authors are those who have made a significant contribution to the 

study AND to the writing of the article.
• More about this topic later

Preparing a Manuscript



7th step – ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS and STATEMENTS
• Researchers that contributed to the study but not to an extend that 

their contribution being justified to be included as co-authors (provide 
comments on the text, contribution of reagents, discussing ideas, etc)

• IRB ethical approvals for clinical studies or lab animals
• Funding sources
• Conflict of interests (companies, organizations, etc)

Preparing a Manuscript



8th step – REFERENCES

• References related to the study

• Make sure to minimize self-citations 

• 35-55 references for original studies

• Over 70 references for reviews and systematic reviews, but can 

reach up to 200, depending on the article 

• The number of references for other article types (short articles, 

letters to the editor, etc) may be predetermined by the journal (e.g. 

for letters to the editor up to 10 references.

Preparing a Manuscript



Xth step – ChatGPT?

• How many people have used ChatGPT et al. to…

• Write an email?

Preparing a Manuscript

• Summarise a paper?

• Write a paper?
• Create a new idea for an experiment?

• Write a review report?



Xth step – ChatGPT?

• AI tools do not have a meta-understanding of their output

• Hallucinations are unavoidable

• IP and copyright infringement is possible.

You must:

• Verify the output

• Be transparent about how AI was used, changes made and 

verification performed

• Prompts and raw output should be shared

Preparing a Manuscript



A large study in the Netherlands published 
in 2022 found that Questionable Research 
Practices are common among researchers. 
The most common were:

• Not submitting or resubmitting valid 
negative studies for publication (QRP 9)

• Insufficient inclusion of study flaws and 
limitations in publications (QRP 10)

• Insufficient supervision or mentoring of 
junior co-workers (QRP 2)

• Insufficient attention to the equipment, 
skills or expertise (QRP 1)

• Inadequate note taking of the research 
process” (QRP 7)

• 4% of respondents admitted to making 
up or manipulating data or results.

Gopalakrishna et al (2022) Prevalence of questionable research practices, research misconduct and their potential explanatory factors: A survey among academic researchers in The Netherlands. PLoS ONE 
17(2): e0263023. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0263023

Ethical issues you may encounter
A focus on questionable research practices



• Not submitting or resubmitting valid negative studies for 
publication

• The “file drawer phenomenom”.
• Many Editors welcome well designed studies that don’t 

report a significant result.

Tips
• Consider the journal scope.
• Explain in the cover letter and introduction why the study 

is interesting.
• Be clear about what the findings do and do not say.

Ethical issues you may encounter
A focus on questionable research practices



• Insufficient inclusion of study flaws and limitations in 
publications

• No study is perfect because reality is imperfect!
• Transparency and trust in research go hand in hand.

Tips
• Do not overgeneralise your findings.
• Be clear about study limitations, including those that may 

not be obvious in the manuscript.
• Communicate responsibly about your research, particularly 

on social media.

Ethical issues you may encounter
A focus on questionable research practices

Generated with Microsoft Copilot Designer by GMN on 30 May 
2024 at 11:14 am. Prompt: A leaning tower of papers and books is 
about to fall down. white background. otherwise empty picture



• Inadequate note taking of the research process and
making up or manipulating data or results.

• Memory is imperfect too and research steps are easily 
forgotten if not recorded

• Legitimate manipulation of results, such as cropping an 
image for presentation, can become inapprorpiate if not 
done transparently

Tips
• Consider using a digital lab notebook like protocols.io
• Store research data centrally so it is accessible by all 

collaborators.
• Be honest about inclusions, exclusions and changes to 

data and results with collaborators, reviewers and 
readers.

Ethical issues you may encounter
A focus on questionable research practices

Generated with Microsoft Copilot Designer by GMN on 30 May 
2024 at 11:32 am. Prompt: A scientist erases some numbers in a 
notebook while sitting at a desk. they look guilty



ICMJE criteria:

• Substantial contributions to the conception or design of 
the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of 
data for the work; AND

• Drafting the work or reviewing it critically for important 
intellectual content; AND

• Final approval of the version to be published; AND

• Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in 
ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity 
of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and 
resolved.

Good Authorship Practice
Who is an Author?



Protocol

AR/VR 
Audio formats

Code

Articles Video formats

Datasets

Preprint

Good Authorship Practice
Who is an Author?



• Doing the work; AND

• Drafting the work or reviewing the text; AND

• Final approval of the text AND

• Accountable

The criteria are not intended for use as a means to

disqualify colleagues from authorship who otherwise meet 

authorship criteria by denying them the opportunity to 

meet criterion #s 2 or 3.

Good Authorship Practice
Who is an Author?



Responsibility to respect the interests and 
work of all contributors

• Talk about authorship early (and often)

• Set a framework for authorship and be upfront 
about it

• Recognition of non-author contributors

• Use of CRediT in author contribution statements 
and MeRIT in methods section

A Focus on Good Authorship Practice
Who is an Author?



CRediT
Contributor Roles Taxonomy

A Focus on Good Authorship Practice
Who is an Author?

• Conceptualization

• Data curation

• Formal Analysis

• Funding acquisition

• Investigation

• Methodology

• Project administration

• Resources

• Software

• Supervision

• Validation

• Visualization

• Writing – original draft

• Writing – review & 
editing



Reproducibility, Trust and Getting 
Published

Common pitfalls in publication research and ethics:
- Incomplete literature review.
- Not discussing authorship in advance.
- Failing to establish a data management plan.
- Not including data sharing plans in IRB approval
- p-hacking and HARK-ing.
- Unclear methodology description.
- Selective results reporting.
- Forgetting to declare potential conflicts of 

interest.
- Overstating generalisability or conclusions
- Omitting important limitations



Get involved in a local Reproducibility Network and become an 
advocate for reproducible Ethical Open Research in your 
department! 

What to do next
1. Read

2. Communicate

3. Do
Write a Protocol or Registered Report 
manuscript and consider submitting it 
for publication 

Reproducibility, Trust and Getting Published



Thank you

Prof. George P. Patrinos
Email : gpatrinos@upatras.gr

: George P. Patrinos

: George Patrinos

: geopatrinos

Dr. Gráinne McNamara 
Email: g.mcnamara@karger.com

mailto:g.mcnamara@karger.com
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